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relations of the animal world, that his history
is now but little influenced by them. The history
of man has, in the last 2500 years been mainly
determined by man, by his beliefs and by his
desires* If certain men had not begun to believe
and desire certain things, there would have been no
Christians and no Christianity, and if certain other
men had not believed and desired certain other
things, there would have been no persecution of
the early Christians; and the failure of Christianity
to produce a Christian world has resulted from
a victory of the desires and beliefs of the one
over those of the other. It was not God nor kings
who for centuries bound Europe in the chains of
the feudal system: feudalism was produced by
what went on in the minds of dozens of lords and
thousands of serfs, the tremendous effect of which
is obscured by the fantastic romance which we call
history* It was not the Kaiser or any other ** war
criminal" who caused the Great War, but the
millions of men and women who read the German,
English, and French papers, believed what those
papers told them to believe and desired what those
papers told them to desire*
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